


































Applying to Oxford

It’s normal to be nervous when you’re applying 
to university. But you don’t have to worry 
about being a ‘genius’, or coming from a 
particular background. There’s not one type 
of ‘Oxford student’. Here’s what Univ students 
have to say to anyone unsure about whether to 
apply. 
 
Studying at Oxford had always seemed like an 
impossible dream to me, but when I worked up 
the courage to apply and then I actually got in, 
I knew I should never have doubted myself! 
Oxford is for everyone, and if you think that this 
could be the right place for you, then don’t let 
anything get in your way. 
(Jaskiran, Medicine) 

There is nothing to lose by applying and going 
through the process. It is a great opportunity 
for learning how to practise thinking and 
expressing yourself clearly and logically. 
(Uri, Psychology and Philosophy) 

I would encourage anyone that is nervous 
to just give applying a go! Get in touch with 
someone in Univ admissions and they can point 
you to helpful resources, like Staircase 12, 
which might help you to feel more confident 
and prepared.  (Elsa, Music) 

Give it a go! I couldn’t imagine myself at Oxford 
when I applied but now I’m here I couldn’t 
imagine being anywhere else.
(Katie, Experimental Psychology) 

I would say that you’re more capable than you 
might realise, and that there’s nothing to be 
lost by applying to Oxford! Whilst Oxford may 
have a reputation of being posh and old, there 
is a place for everyone here, and the student 
community is a lot more diverse than one might 
initially think. If you’re really passionate about 
your subject, Oxford is a perfect place for being 
around many like-minded people who are also 
keen to learn and grow in their respective 
academic fields. 
(Phoebe, Chemistry) 

I think it is natural to feel nervous about 
applying. If you are really really interested and 
passionate about your subject(s), then it is 
definitely worth it, as interest in your subject is 
such an important part of applying. I remember 
being most nervous about the admissions tests 
and the interviews. In term of the admissions 
test, there are plenty of past papers to help you 
feel more prepared, which should make the 
process of applying less daunting. In terms of 
interviews, all the tutors I have met so far have 
been extremely friendly. 
(Annie, Russian) 

www.univ.ox.ac.uk/staircase12
a bank of resources and book reviews to help 
you explore your subject interests and prepare 
for applying to uni

http://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/staircase12




Univ Facts

Univ is the oldest college at the University of Oxford. 
Our story began in 1249 when William of Durham, a high-

powered theology lecturer who had retired to County 
Durham, left in his will 310 marks (a lot of money in those 
days) for the support of poor scholars. The rest is history! 

 
Univ has its very own pet tortoise called Percy. 

He’s currently limbering up for the annual tortoise race 
against other colleges.

 
Univ is amongst the largest colleges in terms of population: 
400+ undergraduates and over 200 graduate students too!

 
The Master And Fellows Of The College Of The Great Hall Of 

The University (our full name, but we just call it Univ!)

website: 
univ.ox.ac.uk

JCR website: 
univjcr.co.uk

Telephone: 
(0)1865 286 565

Twitter: 
@univoxford

Facebook: 
/universitycollegeoxford

 
Instagram: 

/univcollegexford

http://univ.ox.ac.uk 
http://univjcr.co.uk
https://twitter.com/univoxford
https://www.facebook.com/universitycollegeoxford/
https://www.instagram.com/univcollegeoxford/

